
Very liable to do it. He says it causes very little dis-
turbance.

Pl'is paper was not intended to take up one of the
jnost interesting questions connected with the whole sub-
ject, and that is the time of the operation. Personally
** am in favor of operating early.Dr. Thomas Dwight made a communication on

the individual variations in the shape of the
bones of the lower extremity,

and explained their bearing on the positions of the
toot. Many specimens were shown, chiefly of the
lenitir. The great range of variations in certain bones
of the body was illustrated by several specimens of the
8capula.

Db. Graham : I have been very much interested in
the fact that some people sprain their ankles much
more easily than others, aside from accident and laxity
°t ligaments. For a long time I was at a loss to
account for this, but I have finally settled upon the
theory that the greater the distance from the sole to
the malleoli, the greater the liability of an ankle to
turn. Acting upon this supposition 1 have said to
many people with well ankles, " You have an ankle that
"praius easily"; to others, "You never sprain your
ankle"; and in almost every instance 1 have been cor-
rect. High ankles sprain easily, low ones do not.

Dr. Warren: 1 remember it was a frequent re-

mark of the late Dr. Mason Warren that the turning-
"i of the toes was considered a sign of strength, that
the North American Indians were apt to turn their
toes in. In following the trail the marks indicated that.
I hese observations were brought out by a peculiarity°f one of his children who turned the foot in, and be
consoled her by making that statement. Whether the
'"version of the toe has anything to do with muscular
development or not 1 cannot say.Dr. II. W. Cusiiing: I think the reason why chil-
dren turn their toes in is, because the foot is weak, and
't 1» in order to support the weight of the body better,
not having the natural strength in the arch of the foot.

Dr. Warren : I think the Section is very gratefulto Dr. Dwight for presenting this subject, It is out
°t the usual run of papers, and of great interest,
although we may not feel that our anatomical knowl-
edge is sufficient to discuss it in the same scientific way
"c has done.

BOYLSTON MEDICAL SOCIETY.
HOWAKD A. LOTIlllOI", BECBKTAltY.

The last meeting for the year 1889-90 waB held at
tlie house of the President, Dr. T. M. Rotch, on
March 27, 1890. There were present, not only the
active members and hospital internes, but also a large
"umber of the Faculty of the Harvard Medical School.
At 9 p, m, the President called the meeting to order,
aud the following communication was read by the Sec-
retary :

"It has been suggested that a brief summary of the
Work of the Boylston Society during the current year
Would be of interest on this occasion.

" Pile first meeting was called to order on November
' 1889, and the following officers were elected:

President, Dr. T. M. Rotch ; Vice-President, Mr. J.
*r Huddleston; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. H. A.
Lothrop ; Trustees of Prize Fund, Professors J. C

Warren and F. C. Shattuck ; Committee on Prize Dis-
sertations, Professors C. B. Porter and F. C. Shattuck,
and Drs. F. B. Harrington, A. L. Mason and H. L.
Burrell.

"The Society met on Friday evenings during the
months of November, December, January, February
aud March, at the Medical School, and has listened to
essays written by the members, with prepared cases
contributed by the house officers from the various hos-
pitals.

" The order of subjects presented and the readers
were as follows :

"Neuritis, by Mr. Lotbrop; Extra-Uterine Preg-
nancy, by Mr. Derby ; Rachitis, by Mr. Morse ; Injuries
of Urethra, by Mr. Brooks ; Puerperal Eclampsia, by
Mr. Robinson; Hip-Disease, by Mr. Coolidge; Hay
Fever, by Mr. llougbton ; Coal Gas Poisoning, by Mr.
Knight; Chorea, by Mr. Faulkner; Epilepsy, by Mr.
Butler; Hysteria, by Mr. Jones; Mitral Régurgitation,
by Mr. Baird ; Lithuemia, by Mr. Jackson ; Palmar
Abscess, by Mr. Balch ; Anterior Dislocations of
Shoulder, by Mr. Lund.

" The number of active members at the beginning of
the year was eighteen, thirty-one have been added from
time to time since then making a total active member-
ship at the present time of forty-nine, with an average
attendance each evening of about twenty-live members.
The papers have been carefully written and interesting
discussions have followed, in which special points sug-
gested by the subject in band have been brought up
and considered. The prepared cases by the Internes
of the Hospital have been well chosen and instructive,
aud were presented in a clear and comprehensive man-

ner. The interest manifested at the meetings has been
due, in no small part, to the hearty sympathy and
earnestness of the President at whose generous offer
the Society takes this opportunity to close its weekly
meetings for the year."

The first speaker of the evening was President
Eliot of Harvard University, who addressed the meet-

ing in au appropriate and interesting manner.
He was followed by Prof. David W. Ciikever

ou the subject,
how to succeed in practice.1

Professor Cheever was followed by numerous other
speakers, who added to the pleasure of the evening by
citing their past professional experiences.

Recent Literature

Through the Ivory Gate: Studies in Psychology and
Insanity. By William W. Ireland, M.D., Edin.
New York: G. P. Putnam & Sons. 1889. Edin-
burgh: Bell & Bradfote, 8vo, pp. 311.
Admirers of Dr. Ireland's writings particularly and

thoughtful readers generally, who may have forgotten
their " small Latin and less Greek," should know that
" Through the Ivory Gate," the title on tho cover, is
not a book of travels in interior Africa, but another in-
teresting volume by the author of " The Blot upon the
Brain."

Like its predecessor, it is a collection of psychological
essays upon characters in history, who were more or

1 Seo page 337 of tbo Journal.
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less mentally deranged, or to borrow from the lines of
Homer in the preface, were visited by spectres which
passed through the ivory portal " whence Pluto sends
delusive dreams." The title is, therefore, m08t appro-
priate, but in not sufficiently indicating to all the con-
iinis of the book, it may fail to attract a class of readers
which the writer would especially wish in reach.

The first half of the volume is devoted to the life of
Swedenborg, whose character, attainments and natural
powers ni ininil are almost as fully described as the
morbid mental State which marked the latter half of the
great mystic's life when he personally communed with
the dead and announced a new revelation. In many
respects this is the most satisfactory account of him we
have. Others are more readable and less dispassionate
perhaps, but none bear so plainly the impress of ac-
curacy. Here there is neither ridicule for his preten-
sions nor enthusiasm for his religious and scientific
"revelations." While discrediting Swedenborg'« claims
as a seer by a convincing demonstration of his insanity,
the writer recognizes at the same time his influence in
liberalizing religious belief. Also, while abundantly
appreciating his conspicuous learning, wonderful mental
capacity and thoroughly scientific methods of inquiry,
he makes il very evident that the titles of discoverer iu
the. scientific and reformer in the religious world are by
no means deserved. We are brought on to firmer
ground also in the matter of the form of insanity from
which he suffered. Another writer's interpretation of his
morbid history, which leads him to impute bis halluci-
nations to epilepsy leaves far more to be explained than
does the gradual unfolding of a case of paranoia as here
seen —so true to nature that few who arc familiar with
insanity in its various aspeéis can tail to lie impressed
by it. In fact many of the details regarding Sweden-
berg's hallucinations and peculiar beliefs might have
been dispensed with as i heir recital becomes a trille
tedious when the ease has been to all appearances suf-
ficiently proved without them. Next in point of length
and importance is a description of the career of Guiteaii,
the assassin of President Uarlield, which is chiefly
interesting as the first thorough ami unbiased exami-
nation in all its aspects of this celebrated but some-
what hackneyed ease by a competent foreign critic.
That which will commend itself to the discriminatingreader in this account, as in all of Dr. Ireland's papers,
is his conspicuous fairness. This is shown in his use of
every accessible point that is relevant, respect for the
opinion of others and careful balancing of conflictingevidence. When, therefore, he reaches the conclusion
that Guiteaii was unmistakably insane, we can but won-
der if after this analysis there can be any further scep-
ticism on the subject among .sensible people. Althoughit is not definitely so staled the impression is given that
the opinion of the experts at the trial would have been
more nearly unanimous if paranoia had been at that time
as well recognized and defined a form of insanity us it
now is. It might also lie said that the present knowledge
on that point in this country might have been still longer
delayed, had it not been brought into prominence by
Spitzka and others, who so diagnosticated Guiteau's
malady ami testified accordingly. Apropos of Guiteaii,
and also of Louis Riel, whose insanity is the subject of
another careful paper, the writer is inclined to take the
ground held by some others, that there should be vary-
ing degrees of responsibility, and corresponding grades
of punishment, for certain of the criminal insano. The
remainder of the volume is taken up with essays upon

Louis II of Bavaria, William Blake the poet-artist,Gabriel Malagrida, Theodore of Abyssinia, and The-
baw, king of Iiiirinah. Apart from its special interest,
this kind of biographical research has a peculiar value,
which will become more and more evident if, as we
hope will be the case, the writer pushes further into
the rich field before him, and that is the usefulness it
emphasizes, of the medical critic in the domain of
history.

The table of contents is a small compensation for the
alise. ni' an index, which, next to a poor one, is about
the worst sin in book-making. It is a serious defect
here, it is needless to say, as in any book which is of
value for reference.

History and Pathology of Vaccination, a Critical In-
quiry. By Edgar M. Crookshank, M.B., Pro-
fessor of Comparative Pathology and Bacteriology
in, and Fellow of King's College, London. Two
volumes, 8vo., Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son &
Co., 1889.
In these two volumes the most important English

monographs upon vaccination are grouped in one pub-
lication, together with recent observations of the
author upon an outbreak of cow-pox iu Wiltshire.
Volume 1 is chiefly devoted to the history of cow-pox.
Volume 11 contains reprints of the monographs of
Jenner, Pearson, Woodville, Loy, Birch, Ceely, Bad-
cock, Estlin, Auzias-Turenne and Layet. The gen-eral arrangement of the work bears evidence of hasty
preparation, and the question naturally suggests itself,
whether its publication during the session of the Royal
Commission may not bo regarded as something more
than a coincidence.

The first chapters of Volume I contain an excellent
history of the practice of inoculation for small-pox in
England and in other countries. The views of the
author upon the subject of the protective power of vac-
cination are sufficiently set forth iu the title of Chapter
V, " The Traditions of the Dairymaids." In the same
chapter the claims of Mr. Benjamin Jesty to priority in
the discovery are presented, and a portrait of this portlyDorsetshire farmer forms the frontispiece of the vol-
ume. The life and letters of Jenner together with
comments upon his rejected and his published manu-
scripts are the subjects of three chapters. Furtlur
chapters are devoted to the sources of vaccine, and to
the multitude of experiments which have been insti-
tuted since the days of Jenner for obtaining vaccine
by the variolation of the cow, aud by resorting to
horse-pox, sheep-pox, etc.

In commenting upon Badcock's experiments iu the
ninth chapter, he says that it was estimated that
20,000 persons had been " vaccinated " with the lymph
obtained as the result of variolation of these cows.
He says further that these persons were not vaccinated,
but variolated, and later on, to explain the fact that no

epidemic arose from such variolation, as the author
terms it, " there was no tendency for the inoculated to
spread variola by infection, proving that a strain of
benign variolous lymph can be cultivated by judicious
selection and completely deprived of any infectious
qualities."

Dr. Crookshank denies that the protection alleged
to be afforded by vaccination is analogous to that which
was introduced by Pasteur for rabies and oilier diseases.
Variolation, according to the author, is based on the
same principle, but vaccination is not. He believes
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